Interplay of parasite-driven immune responses and autoimmunity.
As more facts emerge regarding the ways in which parasite-derived molecules modulate the host immune response, it is possible to envisage how a lack of infection by agents that once infected humans commonly might contribute to the rise in autoimmune disease. Through effects on cells of both the innate and adaptive arms of the immune response, parasites can orchestrate a range of outcomes that are beneficial not only to parasites, in terms of facilitating their life cycles, but also to their host, in limiting pathology.